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Our speaker for the month of
February is Fabrizio DiGrassi.
He has a degree in languages
and tourism and currently
working on his Master’s
degree in French and English.
Fabrizio is passionate about
the rich culture and history of
Puglia, Italy, and is a certified
tour guide. Please join us for
his fascinating discussion of
cultural sites in Puglia on
Thursday, February 19th at
the Coral Casino.
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Attenzione!
Botticelli, Titian, and Beyond: Masterpieces of Italian
Painting from Glasgow Museums
Earlier this month UNICO SB Secretary Patrice Serrani
emailed out information to gauge interest on a very special
private tour of SBMA’s Italian Art Exitbit, hosted by
Gabriella Schooley, docent for the Museum. There are still a
few spots open for this exclusive tour – on April 9th. If you
are interested please let Patrice know at the meeting or email
her at patrice@patriceserrani.com
For more info on the exhibit click on the link below:
http://www.sbmuseart.org/exhibitions/botticelli.web

L’Olivo Santa Barbara
A delightful new installment at L’Olivo, a blog in Italian
and English by UNICO member Barbara Hill-Volero:

Pregare per parcheggiare o parcheggiare e
pregare?
(Pray to park or park and pray?)
Barbara writes: "In large U.S. cities, and even small towns,
parking is often at a premium. You can drive around for
blocks “praying” to find a space. Well, in a small Italian
village, you do the opposite: you park and then you pray.
Here is the story:
http://olivosantabarbara.com/2015/02/05/pray-to-park-orpark-and-pray/

SBMA’s Atelier Event: Primavera in Winter
Friday, February 27, 5:30 –7:30 pm
Inspired by the exhibition Botticelli, Titian, and Beyond: Masterpieces of Italian
Painting from Glasgow Museums, this evening celebrates the drama of the divine,
the sensuality of the secular, and the splendors of spring in a one-night pilgrimage
through 500 years of Italian painting in the galleries. Music and dance performances
by LA based Ciaramella and Helios Dance Theater, participatory fresco painting, an
interactive installation From Mad Love to Bad Love— inspired by Dante’s Divine
Comedy, and cocktails and hors d’oeuvres inspired by the Italian greats take guests
out of the present and through the ages of Italian arts.
$25 SBMA Members/$30 Non ‐Members. For more info and tickets:
http://www.sbma.net/atelier
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In Memory..
The end of December 2014 and beginning of January 2015 saw UNICO SB bereft of two
of its beloved members, Rugi Aldisert and Sam Romano. The thoughts and prayers of all
UNICANs are with the wives and families of our dear friends, during this sorrowful time.
Samuel Romano of Santa
Barbara, 1927-2015
Samuel Romano, 87, passed away
peacefully in his home on Jan. 14, 2015, in
Santa Barbara.
He was born in Jersey City, N.J., on Jan.
24, 1927.
Sam served in the Navy during World War
II and afterwards attended college on the
G.I. Bill, earning a degree in mechanical
engineering from the New Jersey Institute
of Technology. Sam worked as a project
engineer and manager across his career
where his interest in transportation systems
led him to many significant achievements.
In 1961, Sam and his family moved to Santa Barbara, where he worked at Delco
Electronics. With President John F. Kennedy’s declaration to go to the moon, Sam
assembled a team and worked with determination to ensure that a General Motors vehicle
participated in the exploration of the moon. That vehicle, which became known as the
Lunar Rover, was developed and built in Goleta and successfully traveled to the moon on
the last three Apollo missions.
Following Delco, Sam worked at Minicars Inc. in Goleta, developing vehicle safety
structures and measures that are now standard equipment in automobiles today. In 1987,
Sam temporarily left Santa Barbara for Georgetown University to lead a fuel cell
technology development program to help wean the automotive industry away from
petroleum. Prototype systems were implemented in public transportation systems in
Denver, Washington, D.C., and abroad.
Sam loved traveling, wine making, cultivating his orchard and a host of other activities,
but most of all spending time with his family.
Sam was proceeded in death by his first wife, Dolores Fitzsimons. He is survived by his
loving wife of 57 years, Margaret; four children, Cliff, Laurie (Keith), Tim (Chandra) and
Mariliz (Doug); eight grandchildren, Brandon, Michelle, Colette, Stephanie, Andre, Paul,
Camille and Angelina; and one great-grandson, Lucas.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Friendship Center or Santa Barbara Visiting
Nurse & Hospice Care.
http://www.noozhawk.com/article/samuel_romano_of_santa_barbara_1927_2015
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Ruggero J. Aldisert was another of that generation
that grew up tough, fought the big war and came
home to make something of himself, rising from
humble roots in Carnegie as the son of an Italian
immigrant to become a universally respected judge
on the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.
He died Sunday at 95 after having suffered a heart
attack at his home in Santa Barbara, Calif., where he
moved in 1987 because the climate was easier on his
long-standing heart condition.
He kept working until his retirement this summer,
after which his law clerks presented him with a
ceremonial Marine Corps officers sword at a
retirement party.
He was supposed to get it during World War II, where he served as a Marine battery commander
in the Pacific, but the weapons were and still are made in Germany and he never received his.
His former law clerks, including former U.S. District Judge Robert Cindrich, ordered the
ornamental blade for him and gave it to him as a retirement gift.
It was one of his proudest moments in a life filled with them.
"He loved the law. He loved judging," said his son, Robert Aldisert, 58, of Portland, Ore. "But
his primary identity was as a Marine."
Mr. Cindrich and Mark Nordenberg, chancellor emeritus of the University of Pittsburgh and a
long-time friend, attended the celebration, and both said the judge exemplified the American
can-do spirit of so many World War II veterans.
"He was a shining example of why we call the greatest generation the greatest generation," said
Mr. Nordenberg.
The judge's former law clerks, numbering more than 100, held him in the highest esteem.
"It's like losing a member of the family," said Mr. Cindrich. "He was like a father figure to me."
Judge Aldisert, appointed to the 3rd Circuit in 1968 by Lyndon Johnson, was a scholar, teacher
and writer. He authored numerous books on the law that are used in law schools around the
country and this year even published a novel, "Almost the Truth," a thriller about buried
treasure, intrigue and the OSS in Italy during World War II.
Many fellow judges regarded him as a "giant" of the law.
"I wouldn't say it was awe, but damned close to it," said Theodore A. McKee, chief judge of the
3rd Circuit.
Known as pragmatic, Judge Aldisert could be stubborn, and often his most passionate opinions
were those that dissented from the majority. But he also would change his mind if a colleague
presented a good enough argument.
"He had very strong opinions," said Judge McKee.
Part of that tough-minded approach came from his days as an Allegheny County Common Pleas
judge in the 1960s, where he dealt with all manner of cases, and some of it was certainly forged
during his service in the Marines in the desperate days of World War II.

Continue reading at this link:
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/obituaries/2014/12/31/Nov-10-1919-Dec-28-2014/stories/201412310121
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ADVERTISE	
  YOUR	
  
BUSINESS!	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
If	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  your	
  
business	
  card	
  included	
  in	
  
UNICO’s	
  Newsletter	
  each	
  
month	
  (that’s	
  11	
  issues	
  
annually)	
  just	
  mail	
  a	
  check	
  
for	
  $50.00	
  to:	
  
	
  

Jeff	
  Vitucci	
  
321	
  East	
  Padre	
  Street,	
  
Santa	
  Barbara,	
  CA	
  93105	
  

	
  

Let	
  Jeff	
  know	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  for	
  
having	
  your	
  card	
  included	
  in	
  
the	
  newsletter.	
  	
  Then	
  send	
  a	
  
scan	
  of	
  your	
  card	
  to	
  Laurie	
  at:	
  	
  
	
  

msnimue@yahoo.com	
  

	
  

(or	
  give	
  the	
  card	
  to	
  her	
  in	
  
person).	
  	
  	
  
	
  

For	
  other	
  advertising	
  needs	
  
and	
  rates	
  contact	
  Laurie	
  at	
  
the	
  above	
  email	
  address.	
  

If you have a news story you
would like to have included in
our newsletter or a regional
recipe you wish to share please
send your submissions to
msnimue@yahoo.com. Recipes
should include a photo and
information on the origin of the
dish. If you are interested in
advertising in our newsletter
please contact Laurie at the
above email address for rates
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Club Calendar

February 19th, 2015 – Dinner Coral Casino –Speaker Fabrizio DiGrasse
February 27th, 2015 – SB Museum of Art Atelier Event “Primavera in Winter”
Santa Barbara Museum of Art at 5:30 pm
March 18th, 2015 – Dinner Coral Casino
April 16th, 2015 – Dinner Coral Casino
May 21st– Scholarship Awards Dinner @ the Coral Casino
May - I Madonnari 2015, May 23, 24 and 25
June 18th, - Dinner Coral Casino

Contact your UNICO board members:
President
Jim Barbabella
805-969-6731
Secretary
Patrice Serrani
805-637-5112
Treasurer
Jeff Vitucci
805-403-9339

jim.barbabella@gmail.com
mailto:patrice@patriceserrani.com
jeff@rdniehaus.com

UNICO Santa Barbara Privacy Policy
To everyone receiving the UNICO Santa Barbara Newsletter. UNICO Santa Barbara will never share your information and you
will never receive any email from other entities or members regarding anything but UNICO Santa Barbara related business, this
includes advertising or soliciting from other groups or members. All emails will be approved by the UNICO Executive Board
and/or President before sending. UNICO Santa Barbara respects your privacy and will never share your personal information
with anyone. If other clubs or members have information they wish to disseminate to the general membership and newsletter
recipient list they can request inclusion of their event or article in the newsletter by sending the information to anyone on the
board or msnimue@yahoo.com. If you would like to send a special separate announcement please contact a board member
with the particulars, and keep in mind the purpose of our newsletter list is not to spam our members but to keep them informed.
If you are interested in placing an advertisement in the newsletter please contact mailto:msnimue@yahoo.com for rates.
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